
BILLS

BILL SELECTION PROCESS

A committee of Youth & Government staff and officials will meet to review all bills to certify that
they are appropriate for the conference. If deemed necessary, this committee will then select
the best bills submitted to the Youth & government office to be placed in the bill roster book.
The remaining bills will be ranked and kept on hand at the conference for debate should time
allow. Bills that have been passed in recent Youth Legislature/Junior Youth Assembly sessions
will not be allowed.

HOW TO FIND A GOOD TOPIC FOR A BILL

• A team of club members should work together and brainstorm ideas to determine possible
topics.

• Study newspaper editorials and stories.

Interview some of the following people: newspaper editors, city officials, an officer of the
League of Women Voters, adult civic club leaders, attorneys, judges, principals and
superintendents of schools, teachers, ministers, social workers, union leaders, law enforcement
officers, parents, physicians, psychologists.

• Ask people what they feel is the most important issue affecting the community which might
be dealt with by action of the state legislature.

• Explain that you plan to use the information to write a bill for the Youth Legislature.

• Develop a list of possible topics that interest you since the strength of your commitment will
affect the quality of your work.

• Select several topics of interest.

• Research the topics and determine if they are suitable bill ideas. Ask your librarian to teach
you how to use the Code of Mississippi to see if there is a current law in existence that
deals with your idea. (You may be directed to a main branch library or local law library.)

The code is divided into sections such as: Education, Public Lands and Property, Motor
Vehicles, Conservation, Public Health, Crimes, Agriculture.

The Code of Mississippi also contains a detailed Alphabetical Index to Chapter Titles
which make it relatively simple to locate specific laws.

• Gather other facts to support your bill idea from newspapers, magazines, etc. Once again,
your librarian can assist you in this search.
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